
Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 

T R A N S A C T I O N S 
FOR 1976- 1977 

VOLUME XVIII 

P R E S S O F T I T U S W I L S O N & S O N , L T D . 

2 8 HIGHGATE, K E N D A L , CUMBRIA 

1 9 7 7 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



CONTENTS 

Page 

A MEDIEVAL CRUCK-TRUSSED HOUSE IN HIGH STREET, ALDRIDGE, 
STAFFS. 

S. R. JONES, F.S.A. AND V. F. PENN 1 

EXCAVATIONS ON THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL, 1975 
STUART AND SUSAN WRATHMELL 29 

OBSERVATIONS AT ALDRIDGE C H U R C H , STAFFS., 1974-75 
JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 47 

PRE-CONQUEST FINDS MADE D U R I N G THE 19th CENTURY AT 
LICHFIELD 

JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 53 

TWO MEDIEVAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE TOWN O F LICHFIELD 
JANE ISAAC 59 

SAXON CATHEDRA OR 17th-CENTURY NICHE IN LICHFIELD 
CATHEDRAL? 

JIM GOULD, F.S.A 69 

THE LICHFIELD CLOCK, A MUSICAL ALTAR-CLOCK FROM R I C H A R D 
GREENE'S MUSEUM, LICHFIELD 

J. W. WHISTON, F.S.A. 73 

THE MYSTERIOUS ADVENTURES O F THREE STAFFORDSHIRE 
CHANDELIERS 

ROBERT SHERLOCK, F.S.A 83 

AN EARLIER SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
J. W. WHISTON, F.S.A. 91 

NOTES 
1. A reprint of Shaw's Staffordshire 93 
2. Lichfield Archaeology and Development 93 
3. Twelfth-century water-supply to the Close of Lichfield Cathedral . 93 

OFFICERS 1976-77 94 

OBITUARY - PROF. H. F. HUMPHREYS 94 

PROGRAMME 1976-77 95 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



ERRATA 
vol. xvii 

page 7, n. 9, line I-.for (1976) read(\961) 

page 9, n. 16, line 3: for prtice read practice 

page 20, line 10: for cetrally read centrally 

page 26, line 22: for 1660 read 1600 

page 34, third para., line I: amend to read: 
One major work undertaken in connexion with the creation o f . . . 

page 92, Committee: for Camerson read Cameron 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



LIST OF PLATES AND FIGURES 
Page 

A MEDIEVAL CRUCK-TRUSSED HOUSE IN HIGH STREET, ALDRIDGE, STAFFS. 

Plate I Nos. 23-29 (odd nos.), High Street, Aldridge, viewed from the 
north-west, 1965 24 

Plate II General view from the north-west during demolition, 1965 24 
Plate III General view of service and hall cruck-trusses from the south-west 

during demolition 25 
Plate IV Ceiling-joists over former passage. Sawn-off cruck-blade to truss 

no. 2 26 
Plate V Spere-truss, south post from inserted floor above hall: 17th-century 

stair-newel in foreground 26 
Plate VI Detail of spur-tie, blade and packing-piece exposed during 

demolition . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
Fig. 1 Key plan. Scale 1:2500. Based on Ordnance Survey sheet Staffs. 

LXIII 4(1885) 2 
Fig. 2(a) Ground-floor plan, as existing 1965 5 

(b) Plan of house c. 1500 5 
Fig. 3 Isometric drawing of framing, viewed from the south-west . . 6 
Fig. 4 Cruck-truss no. 2, between the service-bay and cross-passage, 

west elevation 7 
Fig. 5 Spere-truss no. 3, west elevation, partly restored . . . . 10 
Fig. 6 Cruck-truss no. 4, west elevation, showing inserted ceiling in hall 12 
Fig. 7 Cruck-truss no. 5, gable-end as existing 1965 . . . . 14 
Fig. 8 South-wall of main range, south elevation partly restored showing 

hipped roof-line 17 
Fig. 9 The grindstone trough, plan and longitudinal section . . . 21 

EXCAVATIONS ON THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL, STAFFS., 1975 
Fig. 1 The Moat Site: plan of building C (pre-moat kitchen block) . . 30 
Fig. 2 The pre-moat settlement: interpretation of structures . . . 32 
Fig. 3 The moated settlement: interpretation of structures . . . 33 
Fig. 4 Medieval pottery associated with building C . . . . 36 
Fig. 5 Medieval pottery: other features and unstratified . . . . 39 
Fig. 6 Clay tobacco-pipes 44 

OBSERVATIONS AT ALDRIDGE C H U R C H , STAFFS., 1974-75 

Fig. 1 Phases I-IV 48 
Fig. 2 Phases V-VII 57 

PRE-CONQUEST FINDS MADE D U R I N G THE 19TH CENTURY AT 
LICHFIELD 

Fig. 1 Antiquities discovered in the Minister and Stowe Pools, Lichfield, 
1857 54 

Fig. 2 Axes and billhook found in 1816 during alterations to the 
Chancellor's House, Lichfield Close 55 

Fig. 3 Spearhead found in Minster Pool, Lichfield in 1817 . . , 57 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



SAXON CATHEDRA OR 17th CENTURY NICHE IN LICHFIELD 
CATHEDRAL? 

Plate I Stone from Lichfield cathedral, once thought to be a Saxon chair . 70 
Plate II Part of a drawing of the west front of Lichfield cathedral (Shaw, i, 

pi. xx) 71 

THE LICHFIELD CLOCK, A MUSICAL ALTAR-CLOCK FROM R I C H A R D 
GREENE'S MUSEUM, LICHFIELD 

Plate I The clock, outer case and pedestal in Victoria Art Gallery, Bath . 74 
Plate II The clock and outer case without lanthorn (Universal Magazine, 

1748) 75 
Plate III View of Mr. Greene's Museum at Lichfield {Gent. Mag. Oct. 1788 

and Shaw, i, pi. xxxii) . . . . . . . . . 77 
Plate IV Richard Greene (Shaw, i, pi. xxx) 78 
Plate V The clock, outer case and pedestal (Fosbrooke's, Gloucs. 1807) 80 
Plate VI Old Diocesan Registry, which housed Dr. Richard Wright's 

museum 81 

THE MYSTERIOUS ADVENTURES OF THREE STAFFORDSHIRE CHANDELIERS 

Plate I Chandelier, one of pair, Abbots Bromley church . . . . 84 
Plate II Chandelier, Ipplepen church, Devon 86 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



A MEDIEVAL CRUCK-TRUSSED HOUSE IN HIGH STREET, 
ALDRIDGE, STAFFS. 

S. R. JONES, F.S.A. and V. F . PENN. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

THE REDEVELOPMENT O F ALDRIDGE H I G H STREET in 1965 necessitated the 
removal of an L-shaped row of cottages at the corner of High Street and Rookery Lane 
(National Grid Reference SK 058008). The cottages were numbered 23, 25, 27 High Street and 
19 Rookery Lane (fig. 1, pi. I, II). A building of shops and offices has now been erected on the 
site and is called Croft House. 

It had been known for many years that the property included some massive internal timbers 
and that a small amount of studding was exposed in the rear walls. For a lengthy period prior to 
demolition the cottages had ceased to be used as dwellings and were occupied as shops and 
offices. When the cottages became empty, it was possible to examine and measure the building 
which was found to contain the substantial remains of a timber-framed cruck-trussed house of 
medieval origin. Later brickwork and rough-cast coatings concealed the street and lane 
elevations but nevertheless the general low profile of the range afforded some clue as to its true 
age. As demolition proceeded, more details of interest, hitherto obscured, became apparent. The 
co-operation of the demolition contractor in removing certain features and walls made possible 
the exposure of what remained of the early framework on which information the isometric 
drawing (fig. 3) is based. 1 

The following description and discussion is presented jointly by the authors as a contribution 
to the ever-growing corpus of knowledge concerning cruck construction and its distribution. 
Regrettably the building was not preserved for posterity and future instruction and its loss is to 
be seen as part of the steady erasure of our architectural heritage. 

D I S C U S S I O N 

Enough remained of the timber-frame to demonstrate that the house, aligned roughly east-west, 
originally comprised four cruck-trusses and a spere-truss dividing the building into three main 
bays of which the central bay, interrupted by the spere-truss, had formed an open hall of one 
storey, (figs. 2a, b). The end bays were of two storeys and fortunately preserved much of their 
early ceiling arrangements, that to the western bay oversaving the short bay demarcated by the 
spere-truss and boxing in the cross-passage below. The outline of the original roof terminated at 
each end in a half-hip, and not a full gable, fig. 8, a feature recorded elsewhere in the West 
Midlands in cruck building.2 The division of the medieval house into a central hall flanked by a 

1. The greater part of the structure however was stripped of its later coverings by the enthusiastic efforts of 
members of the Society who willingly turned out on a number of week-ends for this task. Permission to examine 
the building was given on behalf of the owners by E. H. Hickton J.P., F.R.I.B.A. 

2. For Worcs. examples, see F. W. B. Charles, 'Medieval Cruck-Building and its Derivatives'. Med. Arch., 
Monograph Series 2 (1967) esp. Silligrove Farm, Bewdley, Drawing 4, pi. X. Also for a more local house, see S. 
O. Addy, Evolution of the English House, (rev. ed. 1933), pp. 56-7. illustrating the 'Old Town-Hall', 
Handsworth, Birmingham, in which one gable-end is half-hipped. 
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Fig. 1 Key plan. Scale 1:2500. Based on Ordnance Survey sheet Staffs. LXII 4 (1885). 
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Plate II General view from the north-west during demolition, 1965. 
(Photo: by Wolverhampton Express and Star) 
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EXCAVATIONS AT THE MOAT SITE, WALSALL, 1975 

STUART A N D SUSAN W R A T H M E L L 

SUMMARY. Further excavations at the Moat Site, Walsall, uncovered entirely the third 
building on the pre-moat level of occupation. It proved to be a detached kitchen block. From its 
south-east corner a short corridor ran southwards towards the hall, but the site of the latter 
building had been removed by the southern arm of the moat in the 14th century. The change in 
the siting of the hall may reflect a desire to maintain residential facilities until the new manor-
house, built further to the north, had been completed. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

THE MOAT SITE (SP 001985) lies about 1-5 km to the west of Walsall town centre. It was a 
residence of the lords of Walsall during the 13th and 14th centuries. Between 1972 and 1975 
the writers excavated a part of the site which was to be covered by extensions to the Manor 
Hospital. The results of the first three seasons' work have already been published in these 
Transactions,1 and the present report covers the final year's excavations, undertaken shortly 
before building commenced. It also contains a discussion of the changes to the disposition of 
structures which were made when the settlement was converted to a moated site. The finds 
reports include both material from the 1975 excavations and also some items from all four 
years: the unstratified medieval pottery, the animal bones and the clay pipes. 

As in previous years, the 1975 excavations were undertaken under the auspices of Walsall 
Local History Society, whom the writers wish to thank for their continued support. Permission 
to excavate was granted by the West Midlands Regional Hospital Board, and the Walsall Area 
Health Authority generously provided accommodation at the Manor Hospital. The Department 
of the Environment and Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council gave financial assistance, and 
equipment was provided by the Recreation and Public Works Departments of Walsall Borough, 
by the Department of Archaeology, University College, Cardiff, and by Mr. J. N. Barratt. The 
authors also wish to thank Mr. Barry Morris for his photographs of the site; Mr. Stephen 
Moorhouse for discussing some of the pottery; Miss Barbara Noddle and Mr. Adrian Oswald 
for their contributions to this report, and Mr. Howard Mason for the illustrations. 

The documentary evidence of the manor, and the relationship of this evidence to the 
archaeological remains were discussed in the First Report (pp. 21-3 and 52). The conclusions 
drawn there have been little altered by the final year of excavations, and only a summary 
interpretation of the site's history need be given here: 

late 12th century. The site was part of an area of cultivation represented by ridge and furrow. It 
was probably a clearing or assart on the edge of Cannock Forest. 

early 13th century. The area was converted into a park by the lord of Walsall. 

13th century. At the time of emparking, or at some date thereafter, the lord removed his 
manorial settlement from Walsall to this site. Buildings were erected on the east bank of a 
1. Trans, xvi, for 1974-5 (1976), pp. 19-53, cited hereafter as First Report. 
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E X C A V A T I O N S A T THE MOAT SITE, W A L S A L L , 1975 31 

stream, on top of the cultivation ridges. Within the structures the undulations of the ground 
surface were levelled up with clay. 

14th century. By 1388 a moat had been dug around the settlement, the western arm occupying 
the line of the stream. The clay upcast was spread over the interior, and it buried the earlier 
occupation level to a depth of up to 1 m. New buildings were erected upon this platform. 

early 15th century. The site was abandoned as a manorial residence. 

T H E E X C A V A T I O N S 

S T R U C T U R E S B E N E A T H T H E P L A T F O R M 

The chief task undertaken in 1975 was the complete excavation of the structural remains located 
in trenches 1 and 2 during previous years. 2 This work confirmed that the remains belonged to a 
single rectangular structure, building C, which is identified as a kitchen block (fig. 1). It 
measured 15-5 m by 7 m internally, and a partition wall 6 m from the west end divided it into 
two rooms (CI and C2). The building overlay two cultivation ridges running east to west, and it 
was founded upon a platform of yellow clay which levelled up the intervening furrow to the 
height of the ridges. 3 The side-walls of the building lay along the outer edges of the two ridges, 
and beyond them the adjacent furrows had been modified for use as drainage gullies. 

The foundation walls of the building comprised small irregular blocks of limestone, 
interspersed at a number of points with larger slabs. In some places, the smaller stones were 
arranged roughly in two lines, and those of the south wall had a gap between them. Single lines 
of small stones at the east end of the north wall of C 1 , and the east end of the south wall of C2 
marked entrance thresholds. The partition wall was composed of mainly large blocks. The line 
of smaller stones at the south end of this wall indicated the position of an internal doorway. 

The floor of the smaller, western room, C I , showed signs of extensive burning. Over a large 
area the surface of the clay had been reddened by heat. When the top 20 mm of clay had been 
removed, however, the burning was reduced to a rectangular patch measuring 2 m by 2-8 m. 
This is interpreted as the site of the stone base of an open hearth. Around it was the refuse of 
cooking: areas of charcoal, ash and cinder containing large quantities of animal bones and 
pottery. The greatest accumulation of debris extended from the north side of the hearth to the 
east end of the north wall. It ran across the threshold of the entrance and into the drainage gully 
beyond. It indicated attempts to sweep refuse out of the kitchen through the doorway. Within 
the building the concentration of debris near this doorway was confined to the west and north of 
a solitary posthole. This probably marked the end post of a timber screen running eastwards to 
the partition wall, intended to exclude draughts from the open hearth. 

To the north of the entrance, the area of excavation was extended so that the whole spread of 
bones and pottery could be recovered. North of this spread was an east-west band of yellow clay 
varying in width from 0-7 m to 1 • 1 m and about 50 mm thick. It was overlain by a layer of earth 
flecked with charcoal also 50 mm deep. Part of a heap of small lumps of coal was discovered on 
the north side of the clay band, but its full extent was not determined. It was probably a store of 
fuel for the kitchens and, together with the debris on the floor of C I , indicates that coal as well 
as charcoal was used on the open hearth. 
2. Ibid. p. 30 and fig. 2. 
3. Ibid. fig. 7, S2. 
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OBSERVATIONS AT ALDRIDGE CHURCH, STAFFS. 

JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 

D U R I N G THE WINTER O F 1974-5, foundations were prepared for a new vestry to be built 
on the south side of the chancel of Aldridge parish church (St. Mary the Virgin, Nat Grid 
Ref. SK 057009). The work exposed part of the foundations of the chancel and an intermittent 
watch was kept on the site whilst work was in progress. At the same time, the opportunity was 
taken to examine the standing building in the light of various faculties that were granted during 
last century when there were extensive alterations. Some details of the then building were 
recorded at that time by the rector, Rev. J. Finch Smith, and published in his Notes and 
Collections relating to the Parish of Aldridge, 2 vols. (Leicester, 1884 & 1889) and these also 
were taken into account. 

T H E C H A N C E L F O U N D A T I O N S 

Observation of the building excavations was disappointing. The present Victorian chancel 
stands on very wide footings that project half a metre and are at least half a metre deep at those 
places where they were uncovered. They are of limestone over which a large quantity of pink 
mortar had been poured to give a very solid foundation. That these foundations related to the 
rebuilding of the chancel in 1852 was apparent from two modern bricks that projected from the 
mortar, and also from the footings extending to the east end of the chancel which had been 
lengthened when it was rebuilt at that time. Any earlier footings had been removed or were 
obscured by the enveloping mortar. 

T H E S T A N D I N G B U I L D I N G 

The north aisle, vestry, chancel and south aisle were all rebuilt in the 19th century. As the roofs 
of both aisles spring from the eaves of the nave, no stonework earlier than 1841 can be seen 
from the outside, except the walls of the tower which are of 14th-century date. The roof-line of 
the nave and chancel shows that the original chancel was long, and the original nave short. This 
is also apparent inside the church, for the chancel roof was of different construction to that of 
the nave. All interior walls, including those of the tower, are plastered, marked to resemble 
ashlar and painted. The two arcades are unusual: the south differs from the north, and in each 
arcade there are pillars of different dates and arches of varying width. 

T H E B U I L D I N G P H A S E S (figs. 1 & 2) 

The hope of unravelling the various building phases at first seemed slight, but when Finch 
Smith's comments are added to the plans associated with the 19th-century faculties, and when 
the peculiarities of the arcades and roof, together with a few historical references are added, the 
whole begins to make sense. 
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PRE-CONQUEST FINDS MADE DURING THE 19th CENTURY 
AT LICHFIELD 

JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 

DESPITE THE IMPORTANCE O F LICHFIELD as the seat of the Mercian bishopric (even 
an archbishopric for a few years during the 8th century), very few objects belonging to the pre-
Conquest period have been found there. The small objects that are known to have been found, 
were all recovered last century and are now lost. They are only known from obscurely published 
and unpublished drawings. 

A S P I R A L - H E A D E D P I N (fig.l) 

In their 1857 volume, the Anastatic Drawing Society included as plate xlvi, a series of articles 
found that year at Lichfield when the Minster and Stowe Pools were drained and the latter 
prepared for use as a reservoir. Minster Pool (Nat. Grid Ref. SK 116096) lies immediately south 
of the cathedral close which it separates from the medieval town. Stowe Pool is to the east of 
Minster Pool reaching out to St. Chad's parish church, the traditional site of St. Chad's church 
when he first came to Lichfield in 669. 1 

The most interesting drawing on the plate is that labelled 'brass pin'. It is a broken spiral-
headed pin made by splitting one end of the bronze shaft and then coiling each section inwards 
to form a twin spiral head. One spiral had been broken from the Lichfield pin. The drawing does 
not indicate its size but reductions are noted for some of the other drawings (1/2 and 1/3). 
Where no reductions are noted, as in the case of the jettons, the scale appears to be 1/1. This 
makes the pin 98 mm long. 

Spiral-headed pins are now well known and have a wide distribution. Mr. Welch has listed 25 
examples from England and Wales (24 in his main catalogue and one from Wicken Bohunt 
notified after his main list had been compiled). 2 In the main, these pins are between 45 and 55 
mm long (but two from Eccles, Kent are 77 mm long) 3 and are more sophisticated in appearance 
than the Lichfield example. All are in bronze or silver and most are made by the same method as 
the Lichfield pin but usually with but one complete twist to each spiral. Some however are cast 
and some have moulding below the head. In comparison the Lichfield pin looks crude. 

Except for two pins from Shakenoak that came from the mainly 7th-century filling of a 
Romano-British ditch 4 all the pins that are from known contexts came from Anglo-Saxon female 
graves of the 7th century (the exception is the pin from Girton College, Cambridge, which has 
been dated to the 6th century by association with two short-long brooches, though the Girton 
grave groups were only catalogued and published long after the original excavation). 5 

1. Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People, B. Colgrave and R. A. B. Mynors eds. (1969), Bk. iv, 
Ch. Ill, p. 336. 

2. B. Cunliffe, Excavations at Portchester Castle, ii (1976), pp. 211-14. 
3. P. Detsicas and S. Hawkes, 'Finds from an Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Eccles, Kent, Ant. Jnl., liii (2), 1973, 

p. 283. 
4. K. Pretty. 'Two Bronze Spiral-headed Pins'. A. C. C. Brodribb et ai, Excavations at Shakenoak, iii (1972), 

pp. 84f. 
5. E. J. Hollingworth and M. M. O'Reilly, Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Girton College, Cambridge (1925), Grave 25, 

p. 10 & pi. iv. 
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Fig. 1 Antiquities discovered in the Minster and Stowe Pools, Lichfield, 1857. (Reduced to 70% of the original 
drawing). 

(By courtesy of Birmingham Public Library. Fine Arts Dept.) 
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TWO MEDIEVAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE TOWN OF LICHFIELD 

JANE ISAAC 

A M O N G THE MUNIMENTS of the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield deposited in the Lichfield 
Joint Record Office, D30, are two annual accounts for the town of Lichfield for the years 
beginning Michaelmas 2 and 6 Edward. The former was dated 1273-4 by Dr. J. C. Cox when 
he catalogued them at the end of the 19th century. 1 However, the bailiff is William le Taverner 
who in 1298 rented a plot of land in Lichfield from the Dean and Chapter 2 and two and a half 
acres one rood of waste at Pipemoor from the bishop. 3 As he also appears in the Longdon 
accounts for 1309-10, 4 as witness to a document in 1322, 5 and as paying I2d., together with 
John de Birmingham, smith, in the 1327 subsidy list,6 it seems more probable that the accounts 
belong to the reign of Edward II, and should be dated 1308-9 and 1312-13, a period when 
Bishop Walter Langton was building the palace and Lady chapel. Unfortunately they are just 
too late to record the special tolls granted to him by the king in 1299 for seven years towards 
paving the town and fortifying the Close. 7 

The accounts, written in Latin each on a single parchment membrane, are 25-5x69 and 
23-5x54 cm respectively. One of the documents, N13, has suffered damage at the left-hand 
margin, while the dorse is somewhat faded, and both have been repaired. However, with the aid 
of ultra violet light, it has been possible to read all but a few words. 

The form of the accounts is standard, with the receipts and expenses on the face, amounts 
being given in roman figures (arabic are used in the translation below), and on the dorse the 
issues of the mill in kind. On N13, the amount of wheat and malt sold and the totals were clearly 
entered in a different hand at the audit, together with a note that 10s. of the 60s. paid to the reeve 
of the manor of Longdon was still owing. The disallowance of nearly £8 of the expenses in 
excess of receipts claimed was not, however, made until after the expenses had been totalled, 
since these also had to be changed. 

The method of reaching the value of the town in 1308-9 is clear, since it represented the total 
receipts less decayed rents, the cost of the upkeep of the mills, and forinsec expenses. The cost of 
fetching the wine and the bishop's expenses are not counted against the town. The value in 1312-
13, however, poses a problem, as it is greater than the total receipts before any expenses were 
allowed. Tentatively, this may in part be explained by taking into account the value of the corn 
and malt given to the poor. 

It has recently been argued that Lichfield was a new town created by the Bishops Clinton and 
Durdent in the 12th century. 8 No charter founding the borough has survived, though it is known 
that the laws of Breteuil in Normandy were adopted and modified by local custom. 9 It appears 

1. Dr. J. C. Cox, 'Catalogue of the Muniments of the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield', S.H.C., vi (2), (1886), p. 35, 
N12 , 1 3 . 

2. M.R.A. ,no. 558. 
3. C.R.O., D(W) 1734, J.2268 (J.2268), fol. 2v. 
4. C.R.O., D(W) 1734, J.2057 (J.2057). 
5. M.R.A., no. 601. 
6. G . Wrottesley ed., 'The Exchequer Subsidy Roll of A.D. 1327', S.H.C. vii ( 1 ) , (1886), p. 236. 
7. M.R.A., no. 292. 
8. C. C. Taylor, 'The Origins of Lichfield, Staffs.', Trans, x for 1968-9 (1969), pp. 43-52. 
9. G . Rose and W. Illingworth eds., Abbreviatio Placitorum, ( 1 8 1 1 ) , p. 102. 
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60 TWO MEDIEVAL A C C O U N T S FOR THE TOWN OF LICHFIELD 

from the accounts and from the 1298 survey of the bishop's estates 1 0 that there were 286y 
burgages each yielding the standard shilling rent which prevailed almost everywhere. 1 1 Lichfield 
may therefore be compared with the new town of Stratford-upon-Avon created by the Bishop of 
Worcester at the end of the 12th century, and containing 250 burgages in the mid 13th 
century. 1 2 In addition to the fixed rental of £14 6s. Sd. there were increases of rent, while each 
year 3s. 6d. relief was claimed for 3 | burgages held by the Friars Minor. Similarly the moot hall 
occupied a burgage which must have been given subsequent to the laying-out of the new town. 
No relief was claimed for St. Mary's church in the market-place, first mentioned in c. 1260, 1 3 but 
apparently part of the original scheme. There were fixed stalls in the market which may have 
paid an annual rent of Is. Sd. since five shillings were claimed for three stalls round the gaol. 
Hence the income from the market may have included a fixed element for the stalls, although 
only tolls and tallage are mentioned in the 1298 survey. 1 4 

Unfortunately no detailed burgess rentals for Lichfield are known to have survived, but it is 
likely that William le Taverner was numbered among them and certainly, as has already been 
mentioned, he was a tenant of both the Bishop and the Dean and Chapter. The bailiff or reeve of 
a borough was normally elected by the burgesses, although there is no evidence of this at 
Lichfield, as at Tamworth. 1 5 This probably made easier the collection of the lord's rents and 
dues. It was not until 1548 that Lichfield obtained its fee-farm for an annual payment of £50 , 1 6 a 
freedom which the Tamworth burgesses were claiming as early as 1249. 1 7 

It is obvious that the profit on the issues of the two mills, obtained from the sale of the 
multure, which elsewhere varied from one thirteenth to one twentieth, was the most important 
element in the value of the town. In the 1298 survey they were valued at £33 6s. Sd.,is a sum 
surpassed in 1308-9, when the net profit was £39 9s. In 1312-13, it was only £28 7s. I0}d., but 
this excludes the value of the corn and malt given to the poor, and furthermore five weeks' 
milling was lost during the building of the bridge across Minster Pool, presumably because the 
mill sluices were being kept open to facilitate the construction by lowering the water in the pool. 
Even in normal years, it is clear that fluctuations in the value might be caused by the variation in 
price according to the time of year at which the corn or malt was sold. 

Only brewers and bakers were compelled to use the mills, although others could do so if they 
wished. 1 9 In each of the accounts three pairs of millstones were bought for the mills, two for 
Castle Mill (later called Malt Mill) which seems to have been the busier, grinding malt for the 
brewers, and one for Stowe Mill which produced flour for the bakers. One pair is noted in the 
later account to have been brought from Derby. These same accounts for the upkeep of the 
mills are also entered in those for Longdon of the same year, but crossed out 'because in the 
account of Lichfield'.2 0 Like the borough of Tamworth, which was administered through the 

10. J. 2268, fol. l v . 
11. M. Berresford, New Towns of the Middle Ages. (1967), p. 68. 
12. E. M. Carus-Wilson. 'The First Half-Century of the Borough of Stratford-upon-Avon'. Economic History 

Review, 2nd Series, xviii, (1965), pp. 50-51. 
13. L.J.R.O., D30, Vicars' Muniments, B.104. 
14. J.2268.fol. 1". 
15. J. Gould. 'The Medieval Burgesses of Tamworth: Their Liberties. Courts and Markets'. Trans, xiii for 1971-2 

(1972). p.21. 
16. T. Harwood, The History and Antiquities of the Church and City of Lichfield, (Gloucester. 1806), p. 336. 
17. J. Gould, op. cit. p. 21. 
18. J.2268.fol. I'. 
19. M.R.A.. no. 352. 
20. J.2057. 
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SAXON CATHEDRA OR 17th-CENTURY NICHE IN 
LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL? 

JIM GOULD, F.S.A. 

IN 1932, A STONE CHAIR with other masonry was unearthed in the north-west corner of the 
cathedral close at Lichfield (SKI 14097). Photographs were sent to Prof. Hamilton Thompson 
who believed the chair to be 'undoubtedly a pre-Conquest chair, like those at Hexham and 
Beverley'. An account of the discovery, together with a photograph was published by Canon 
J. J. G. Stockley stating that the chair probably belonged to the 8th century. 1 

In 1963, the Royal Archaeological Institute visited Lichfield. Enquiries for the chair elicited 
that it had been 'lost' and was thought to have been reburied 'no-one knows where'. 2 It was 
stated at this time that the chair may well have been associated with St. Chad, bishop of 
Lichfield, 669-672. 

In 1976, the chair was found stored in a mason's yard. 3 Comparison with the published 
photograph leaves no doubt that this is the chair found in 1932, a fact also confirmed by the 
mason who saw it in 1932. It has been moved to the cathedral and now stands in the passage 
leading to the chapter house. There, it has been possible to wash and examine the chair closely 
(pi. I). It is carved from one block of stone and has a maximum height of 0-69 m, is 0-87 m wide 
and 0-41 m thick. The seat of the chair stands 0-47 m above floor level and has a maximum 
width of 0-73 m. A little mortar has been used to fill an unevenness on the edge of the seat. The 
stone has been identified by Prof. Shotton as a 'sandstone, micaceous and feldspathic poorly 
cemented and grey in colour'. It is a freestone from one of the grey faces of Keuper sandstone 
that are to be found in various places throughout the Midlands. The chair is without decoration 
though the front and back have been smoothed. Some mortar adheres to the sides, parts of 
which have been hacked away. In the back of the chair is a clamp-hole 7-5 cm by 2-5 cm and 
14-0 cm deep. The bottom of the chair is very rough, with parts of crude, conical holes made 

from each side, possibly when the stone was quarried. One of these contains a little bright-brown 
and unusually smooth mortar. On the seat, and only on the seat, are traces of dark-red paint. 
The absence of decoration, the presence of mortar on the sides of what should be a free-standing 
chair and the presence of red paint on the seat alone, raise doubts whether this really is a 
cathedra. Even if the chair were not free-standing, the clamp-hole in the back does not make 
sense in that position. 

The stone is the same as that used for the statue of King Charles II which used to stand on the 
west front of the cathedral, immediately under the apex of the gable (pi. II). 4 This observation led 
to an examination of the statue and its base and to a reconsideration of the discovery of the 
chair in 1932. When dug up it was below the remains of a Norman font and some circular 
window tracery. This latter was identified by inscription as being from the tracery of the west 
window (pi. II) given by the Duke of York (later James II) about the time that his brother's 
statue was erected. Charles II had given 100 good trees from Needwood Forest to assist the 

1. J. J. G. Stockley, 'Note on the Discoveries in the Close, Lichfield in 1932', Staffordshire Historical Collections 
for 1931 (1932), pp. 272-4. 

2. A. R. Dufty, 'Lichfield Cathedral', Archaeol. J., cxx, for 1963, (1964) p. 295. 
3. Found by Mr. Charles Brown, the cathedral architect. 
4. Mr. C. W. Bridgeman was the first to notice that the stone was the same. 
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Plate 1 Stone from Lichfield cathedral, once thought to be a Saxon chair. 

restoration of the cathedral which had been badly damaged during the Civil War. The statue and 
base now stand outside the west wall of the south transept. On the base is a small patch of the 
same unusual mortar that is on the base of the chair, and one clamp-hole in the base is of exactly 
the same measurements as the clamp-hole in the chair. The statue itself has been hollowed at the 
back to reduce its weight and there is some resemblance between the tooling and that of the 
chair. The drawing of the statue (pi. II) made at the end of the 18th century for S. Shaw's 
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History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, i (1798), pi. X X shows that the king's statue stood 
before a niche which is shaded black in the drawing. The top of the niche is shown as having a 
flat curve rather than being of the more usual semicircular shape. It now seems likely that the 
Saxon chair, turned forward through ninety degrees, is really the top stone of the niche, painted 
a dark colour according to the fashion of the period so that the light coloured statue before it 
would stand out more distinctly. In this position the back of the chair with the clamp-hole would 
then be uppermost, the clamp-hole being used to secure the triangular top stone of the gable. 

Plate II Part of a drawing of the west front of Lichfield cathedral. 
(Shaw. i. p i . xx) 
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THE LICHFIELD CLOCK 

A M U S I C A L A L T A R - C L O C K F R O M R I C H A R D G R E E N E ' S M U S E U M , 
L I C H F I E L D 

J. W. WHISTON, F.S.A. 

IN THE VICTORIA ART GALLERY, BATH is displayed a musical altar-clock 1, known as 
the Lichfield Clock, which in the 18th century was in Richard Greene's museum on the south 
side of Market Street (known in his time as Sadler Street), Lichfield.2 The clock is enclosed in a 
wooden case which stands on a wooden pedestal (pi. I). 

D E S C R I P T I O N O F T H E A L T A R - C L O C K 

The base is decorated with festoons of scalloped drapery hanging from ribbon bows with 
pendant flowers and fruit. 

Above the base there are four stages. The lowest stage has four silvered brass panels, the 
outer ones have engraved on them the Lord's Prayer on the left-hand panel and the Creed on 
the right-hand, both in Latin. The larger inner panels have the Decalogue in Latin and in a niche 
between them was originally a crucifix, now missing, made of filigree gold studded with jewels. 
There are differing descriptions of the crucifix and the original may have been replaced several 
times. The front of this stage can be opened to expose the pendulum. 

The second stage contains the clock (no longer in working order) with a niche on each side. 
The face of the clock shows the hour of the day (it has no minute finger), the day of the month, 
the day of the week and the phase of the moon. The right-hand niche, now empty, contained the 
figure of St. Peter and in the left-hand niche, also empty, stood the figure of St. John the 
Evangelist. Two pedestals project with a pair of male and female angels pointing upwards and 
bearing trumpets. There are brass handles on each side of this stage and a winding handle on the 
right-hand side. In the middle of the upper cornice is a niche which originally contained a figure 
of a cock. The figure of St. Peter was in place until recently, and is shown in pi. I. 

The third stage, a pavilion, supported by four pillars, has in the centre a figure of Pontius 
Pilate washing his hands in a basin. Around him revolved, once an hour, three painted figures, 
Our Saviour going to His Crucifixion, the Virgin Mary and Simon the Cyrenean bearing the 
Cross. 

The fourth stage is in the form of a Gothic turret, flanked by a pair of male and female angels, 
flourishing trumpets and palm branches. The turret is surmounted by a figure, said to be Fame, 
with a trumpet in each out-stretched hand. 

The clock-case is 1-19 m high and made of deal painted to look like mahogany. Some details 
are gilded gesso, others gilt metal. The case with its carved figures, the dial and tablets are in the 
17th-century style and may have been old-fashioned when made. 

1. It is not a clock to be used on an altar, but was so called because of the religious details in its composition. 
2. A Short Account of the Ancient and Modern State of the City and Close of Lichfield (Lomax, Lichfield, 1819). 
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THE MYSTERIOUS ADVENTURES OF THREE STAFFORDSHIRE 
CHANDELIERS 

ROBERT SHERLOCK, F.S.A. 

UNTIL THE 19TH CENTURY churches were lit with candles, and chandeliers were the 
most elaborate and intrinsically valuable of the receptacles for candles. When the introduction of 
oil and gas made chandeliers redundant, the majority were discarded and those found their way 
either to the furnace or to a building that still relied on candle-light. In Staffordshire, the 
chandelier at Leek was sold as scrap to a local ironmonger, and the same fate probably befell the 
one at Tamworth, whereas the chandeliers at Bilston and Pattingham passed to Sedgley church 
and Pattingham school respectively.1 Disposal of a church's possessions for whatever reason 
was an act of doubtful moral and legal propriety, and it was sometimes thought prudent to 
resort to furtiveness. The present purpose is to expose the history of three Staffordshire 
chandeliers that quietly disappeared. 

T H E O R I G I N O F T H E A B B O T S B R O M L E Y C H A N D E L I E R S 

At first sight the pair of chandeliers in Abbots Bromley church 2 seem to have a highly 
respectable origin. They were given, according to the glebe terrier of 1845, by Henry Ryder, 
bishop of Lichfield and Coventry (1824-36), 3 and there would be little cause to question that 
statement were it not for three bills among the vouchers of John Saville, the Abbots Bromley 
churchwarden. 4 They refer to a pair of chandeliers, at least one of which had a dove-finial. The 
first and most significant bill, that of W. Asbury, is dated 19 December 1826 and relates to the 
sale of two chandeliers at £3 3s. each. The second, that of John Saville himself, includes the 
following entries set against the date, 6 January 1827: 

Paid for Ale for putting up the Chanderlears 0 2 0 
2 Journeas & fetching the Chanderlears 0 7 6 

The third bill, that of Robert Wilson, furnishing ironmonger of High Street, Burton-upon-Trent, 
is dated 1st November 1827, relates to both hanging and standard lighting fittings5 and includes: 

Cleaning repairing relacquering 2 brass Chandeliers 
new dove &c all as new 
2 Prs massey 2 light branches & pillars to D o complete 
1 Pr D o D o 1 light D o 

with 5 new roses & sockets with 

7 0 0 

4 14 6 

1. This article forms a sequel to R. Sherlock, 'Church Lighting in Staffordshire', S.H.C., 4th ser. vi (1970), pp. 26-
65. For the 19th century treatment of chandeliers see R. Sherlock, 'Chandeliers and the Scrap-Yard', 
Connoisseur Year Book, 1959, p. 91. 

2. For a description of the chandeliers and the attribution to a maker see S.H.C., 4th ser. vi, pp. 36-8. The 
conclusions about the date are now superseded. And see plate I. 

3. L.J.R.O., B/V/6, Abbots Bromley, 1845. 
4. S.R.O., D .1209 /4 /3 /1 , Abbots Bromley churchwardens' vouchers 1821-8. The related accounts do not survive. 
5. For a description of the standard fittings which survive, see S.H.C., 4th ser. vi, p. 38. 
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The present chandeliers at Abbots Bromley have dove-finials and are presumably the ones 
that were bought in December 1826, hung in January 1827, and repaired later that year. If that 
is so, a further conclusion follows. A pair of chandeliers, each having nine branches and weighing 
38 lb., should have cost more than £6 6s. in 1826. At Isham, Northamptonshire, £12 18s. 
was paid in 1816 for a comparable chandelier having fourteen branches and weighing 44 lb. 6 

The reason, it is suggested, why the chandeliers cost so little is because they came to Abbots 
Bromley second-hand. That is also the reason for large-scale repairs within a year of acquisition 
and for the informal presentation of Asbury's bill. 

6. Isham church, churchwardens' accounts 1771-1841. Connoisseur Year Book, 1959, p. 98, plate 29. 
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AN EARLIER SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

J. W. WHISTON, F.S.A. 

W H E N DR. J O H N COLE, our honorary secretary, gave a talk recently to the Birmingham 
Branch of the National Trust, he was presented by Miss E. Finch, one of the members of the 
b r a n c h , w i t h the m i n u t e - b o o k o f the South Staffordshire Archaeological Society 1935 to 1941. 
This was the first that we had heard of an earlier society with the same name. 

It derived from the Naturalist and Archaeological Department of Wolverhampton Free 
Library which was inaugurated on Saturday 6 May 1876 at a meeting held in Jenks' Class 
Room 'to afford instruction combined with recreation, in the form of monthly Saturday 
afternoon excursions to places of interest in the neighbourhood, and thus to supplement reading 
of books and the hearing of lectures, by the study of nature'. There is one issue of transactions in 
Wolverhampton Public Library: 

Christmas 1877. Papers read at excursions in connection with the Naturalist and 
Archaeological Department Wolverhampton Free Library. 
Wolverhampton; W. W. Cull wick, Printer and Stationer, 25 Market Street. 51 pp. 

The Department was open to anyone to join on payment of 2s. 6d. and, as a result, 'the 
gatherings became very promiscuous. An attempt to make membership elective was vetoed by 
the Free Library Committee and ultimately the state of things became so unsatisfactory that the 
Free Library Committee dissolved the Society'. 

A new society with the title Wolverhampton Naturalist and Archaeological Society was 
formed by Arthur Webb in 1895 with Lt. Col. Thorneycroft, J.P., D.L. as president. 

The objects of the society were 'For the furtherance of interest in local antiquities, 
archaeology, etc., by arranging excursions to places of historical interest and the reading of 
members' papers thereon'. There is one issue of transactions (vol. I for 1907) in Wolverhampton 
Public Library. It consists of bound pages from four issues of the Wolverhampton Journal 
(September, October, November and December 1907) giving descriptions of the places visited 
by the Society on its excursions. 

In 1911 the Society changed its name to the Wolverhampton Archaeological Society but the 
objects were the same. 

At the outbreak of the war in 1914 the excursions for the year were cancelled. The secretary 
tried to arrange two excursions in 1915 but these were abandoned due to lack of support and it 
was decided to let the Society lapse until conditions were more favourable. 

The Society started again in 1920 and Gerald P. Mander accepted an invitation to become 
president, a post which he held until 1941. While he was in office he arranged for the Air 
Ministry to take air-photographs of the Wolverhampton area, he attempted to get some 
attention given to the deteriorating pillar in St. Peter's Churchyard, Wolverhampton and in 1937 
he organized, on behalf of the Society, an excavation of the Roman villa at Engleton, near 
Brewood. The Society had been interested in finding the site of the Roman settlement of 
Pennocrucium and when the excavation at Engleton started the Society thought that they were 
excavating Pennocrucium. The excavation was under the supervision of Miss (now Dame) 
Kathleen Kenyon who was working at the time on the Jewry Wall, Leicester and at Wroxeter. 
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Miss Diana Ashcroft was in charge on the site and she wrote the excavation report in 
Staffordshire Historical Collections, 1938. It was suggested in 1938 that the excavation report 
be republished as the first issue of transactions of the Society but there was insufficient support 
from members to go ahead with it. 

One of our members, Norman Tildsley, was secretary from 1927-30. 
At the Annual General Meeting on 6 April 1938 it was decided after much discussion to 

change the name of the Society to the South Staffordshire Archaeological Society. 
The last minutes in the minute-book are dated 26 April 1941: the Society is shown in the 

Wolverhampton Red Book 1942/3 and it may have continued in existence until 1942. No later 
records of the Society have been found, but it is thought that attempts were made to revive the 
Society in the late 1950s. There is an entry in the Wolverhampton Red Book 1959/60 stating 
that the Society met in the Public Library on the second Monday of each month (September to 
March). A manuscript note adds 'Ceased to exist in 1963'. 

The information in this note is based on a printed note in the 1877 transactions, 'Records of 
Wolverhampton Naturalist and Archaeological Society 1895-1937', which consists of three 
volumes of notices, press cuttings, photographs etc., in Wolverhampton Public Library 
(Reference Department), and the minute-book 1935-41. 

Miss E. Finch, daughter of George E. Finch who was secretary from the end of 1938 to 1941, 
has generously agreed to deposit the minute-book in Wolverhampton Public Library. 
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N O T E S 

A RE-ISSUE OF SHAW'S STAFFORDSHIRE 
Stebbing Shaw's History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, i (1798), ii (1801) has been re

issued in facsimile by E. P. Publications of Wakefield, West Yorks. The two volumes include the 
plates (in black and white) from the 'Illuminated Edition', the unpublished plates and the 
unpublished proof sheets of part of the Hundred of Cuttlestone (Brewood, Shareshill, Cannock, 
Rugely and Baswich). There is an introduction by M. V. Greenslade and G. C. Baugh. £60 
(two vols). 

LICHFIELD ARCHAEOLOGY A N D DEVELOPMENT 
West Midlands Rescue Archaeology Committee (WEMRAC) has published, in association with 
the Department of the Environment, its second report on West Midlands historic towns (the first 
was Hereford). 

It is Lichfield, Archaeology and Development by Jim Gould. It includes chapters on Historical 
Background, Archaeological Potential, Future Development of the City, Protection of Various 
Sites and concludes with a list of recommendations to safeguard the archaeology of the city. 
There is a full list of references and the publication is illustrated with plans. 

Copies at £1-00 each may be obtained from the Department of Archaeology, Birmingham 
University. 

TWELFTH-CENTURY WATER SUPPLY TO THE CLOSE OF LICHFIELD 
C A T H E D R A L 
In a note in the Antiquaries Journal, lvi, part I (1976), Jim Gould describes the piped water-
supply from Maple Hayes to the cathedral close. It was one of the earliest water-supplies in 
Britain: it was constructed in 1166 (or earlier) and continued in use until January 1969. The 
details are supported by documentary evidence. The stone medieval conduit-head survives at 
Maple Hayes. 
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S O U T H S T A F F O R D S H I R E 

A R C H A E O L O G I C A L A N D H I S T O R I C A L S O C I E T Y 

O F F I C E R S A N D C O M M I T T E E S 

1976-1977 

President: A. A. ROUND, B . S C . , F . S . A . 

Vice-Pres idents: 

C. W. BRIDGEMAN 
S. W. DEWES 

JIM GOULD, F . S . A . 

M. M. HALLETT, C . B . E . , M . S C , F . S . A . 

E M E R I T U S P R O F E S S O R H . F. HUMPHREYS, C . B . E . , M . C . , LL.D., M . B . , Ch.B. , M . D . S . , F . S . A . 

J. W. WHISTON, F . S . A . 

Hon. Secretary: J. G. L. COLE, M . B . , F . R . C R . , 11 Bracebridge Road, Sutton Coldfield 
B74 2SB 

Hon. Meetings Secretaries: 

Miss JANE ISAAC, B . A . (Lichfield) 
R. A. MEESON, F . S . A . (Tamworth) 

Hon. Treasurer: F. J. TIBENHAM, 147 Little Sutton Lane, Sutton Coldfield B76 6SW 

Hon. Editor of Transactions: J. W. WHISTON. F . S . A . , 58 Wednesbury Road, Walsall WS1 3RS 

Committee: 

D. W. DREWE 
P. EDDEN, B . A . 

M. FOREMAN, A . R . I . B . A . 

Miss C. F. TARJAN, B . A . 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 

N. SWINDELLS, M . A . , Ph.D. (Co-opted) 

Editorial Committee: 

A. A. ROUND 
J. G. L. COLE 

P. EDDEN 
F. J. TIBENHAM 
J. W. WHISTON 

Hon. Auditor: R. F. D O D D 

O B I T U A R Y 

We regret to record the death, on 21 March 1977 at the age of 91 years, of our vice-president. 
Emeritus Professor H. F. Humphreys, C . B . E . , M . C , L L . D . , M . B . , ch .B. M . D . S . , F . S . A . 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



PROGRAMME 1976-1977 

1976 
May 15 Excursion to Cinder Hill Farm, Charlecote, Salop, blast-furnace; Stottesdon 

Church; Cleobury Mortimer Church; Mawley Hall (Mr. and Mrs. A. Galliers-
Pratt). Leader: M. M. Hallett, C.B.E., F.S.A. 

June 12 Excursion to Seckington (motte and bailey); Statfold Hall and deserted 
medieval village (Major & Mrs. Pipe-Wolferstan); Mavesyn Ridware Hall, 
gatehouse and Church; Cannock Chase bell-pits. Leader: Jim Gould, F.S.A. 

Oct. 10 (L) Annual General Meeting 
Lichfield Miscellany — Jim Gould, F . S . A . 

1. The Close water-supply: the first piped water in medieval England. 
2. The Saxon bishop's throne or a 17th Century niche? 
3. Wine for the bishop in the 14th century. 
4. Eighteenth-century illustrations of Lichfield from the Stringer collection. 

Oct. 22 (T) Herefordshire houses - J. W. Tonkin, F . S . A . 

Nov. 5 (L) Norton Priory, Cheshire - Patrick Greene. 
Nov. 26 (T) Kilns and pottery in the Nuneaton area - K. Scott. 
Dec. 3 (L) Crop-marks and committees: Rescue archaeology in Shropshire - Ian Burrow. 
Dec. 10 (T) Medieval stained glass - J. Haselock. 

1977 
Jan. 7 (L) The aims and methods of archaeological survey; the West Yorkshire 

experience - David Michelmore. 
Jan. 28 (T) Sandal Castle - P. Mayes, F . S . A . 

Feb. 4 Civic Evening in St. Chad's Church Hall, Lichfield. 
Late Saxon settlement in the West Midlands: new evidence from Stafford and 
Lichfield - Martin Carver. 

Feb. 18 (T) Excavations in Coventry - Mrs. M. Rylatt. 
Mar. 4 In the Guildhall, Lichfield. 

Property in our heritage (The National Trust) - D. W. Gilbert. 
Mar. 18 (T) Sydenhams Moat, Solihull - J. G. Perry. 

Excavations at Wall - A. A. Round, F . S . A . 

(L) Lichfield Public Library (T) Tamworth Castle 

EXCAVATIONS 
W A L L 

Work continued at week-ends and at other times throughout the year on the Roman 'villa' site, 
on behalf of the Department of the Environment, under the direction of A. A. Round, F . S . A . 
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